TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 9, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, King, Parker, Walworth, Colvin and Thompson (7:35 PM).

Absent:  Elbert

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  8

1. Meeting convened at 7:30 PM.  Mr. Scott introduced himself as the new Chair, replacing Mr. Gaskell, who has resigned.  Mr. Walworth is introduced as the newest Planning Commission member.

2. Agenda.  Mr. Scott suggests adding Lake Access Ordinance as item 5 A.

3. Correspondence, etc.  There will be a seminar November 7th in Bellaire, “Staying Out of Court by Avoiding Pitfalls” for anyone interested in attending.

4. The motion by Walworth to approve the minutes of September 11, 2007 as prepared is seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Concerns of the Public.  From the audience, Alan Martel states a concern with the location of “side yard setback” definitions within the Zoning Ordinance.  It means to the sky, which can be confusing and its use is not consistent throughout the Ordinance.  He feels this needs to be addressed.

A.  County Feedback.  The memo received from Joe Meyers of the Antrim County Planning Commission dated October 2, 2007 regarding the proposed Public Access zoning amendment was read.  The comments made by the Planning Commission in the memo were discussed.  It was agreed to request the Torch Lake Township Board accept the proposed amendment as originally prepared.  No other action need be taken.  Parker had no opposition to the recommendation and would present it to the Board at their next meeting.  

6. Planning Commission By-Laws.  The commission members were asked to take home the memo from Scott, jot down their comments and opinions are bring them to next month’s meeting.

7. Public Opinion Survey.  Mr. Spencer is asking the PC for their input on the proposed township public opinion survey.  He is interested in specific questions that would involve or impact the Planning Commission.  Scott will collect and compile a list, which he will forward to Mr. Spencer.

8. Zoning Ordinance, Article XIV.   The proposed amendment to Article XIV of the Ordinance is discussed.  Mr. Guggemos, representing A-Ga-Ming, was present in the audience and stated they would like to see an amendment to the Ordinance as well.   All agreed the PC is open to consider language for an amendment and a subcommittee is appointed, with Walworth as Chair and Scott and King as members.  Walworth will create a draft first, forward to the committee for their review and then meet with the committee for discussion.  They will return to next month’s meeting with their results.  Discussion will continue at that time regarding any amendment to the Ordinance.

9. Zoning Ordinance, ZBA Interpretations and Priorities for Updating Ordinance.  It was discussed and decided to work on Section 14 of the Ordinance first, then ZBA Interpretations, and finally any other priorities, as needed. It was felt that a Public Hearing would be needed for Section 14, and all other amendments could be put together for a separate Public Hearing.  No other action was taken at this time.

10. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

11. Concerns of the Commission.  Thompson asked whether a tent with a concrete floor was considered a structure.  King asked when the subcommittee would meet and it was decided they would try next Wednesday.  Sullivan asked whether they wanted Maps created for the Township Hall and how many sets they would like.  It was decided one set, not more.

12. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

